SUMMARY
The records of the Pallas's Reed Bunting Emberiza pallasi from Japan were reviewed. This species was apparently rare in our country and only three specimens were collected in the pre-war time. In the past few years, however, eleven birds were captured and banded by the Bird Banding Center teams (Table 1 ). There were also few sight records, though none of them seemed to be authentic. According to these records, the species is probably an uncommon, but regular, winter visitor to Japan. It has been found to inhabit in coastal reed beds along rivers from October to March (sometimes to May).
Although this species has been subdivided into two or three subspecies, most examples from Japan are referable to Emberiza pallasi polaris MIDDENDORFF which have more northern distributional range than the other subspecies.
Two kinds of call notes, i.e. a short 'jitt' and a long sharp 'chii', were heard during our banding work. The former resembled one of call notes uttered by the Japanese Reed Bunting Emberiza yessoensis yessoensis and the latter resembled to the uttered call of the Swinhoe's Reed Bunting E. schoeniclus pyrrhulina.
According to our field observations, females and immatures of E. pallasi were difficult to distinguish from those of E. schoeniclus, although males may be identifiable at short distance. The iris of E. pallasi is chestnut in adult and olive-brown in juveniles, as is the case in E. s. pyrruhulina. Consequently the iris colour, as well as the shape of the tail-feathers and the skull ossification, is a useful character for ageing in the winter season. 
